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SECTION 4

HAROLD PINTER

Harold Pinter was born at Hackney, a working class area in East London on 10th of 9
1930. He was the only son of a hard-working Jewish tailor, probably of Hungarian 0
Portuguese origin.

Harold spent his childhood in Hackney and attended the local grammar scheol. In the 1930
the East End of London was & political battlefield, populated by large numbers of Irish, Jewis
Chinese immigrants. In these streets, violence and tension between fascists and Je
militants were matters of everyday ie. In 1939, when the war broke out, Harold fled to th
ntry with other boys, while his family stayed in London and occasionally went to see
1947 he left Hackney Grammar School and one year later he applied for a grant 10 :
at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts. He dropped school after two terms of atl

because he didn't feel as sophisticated as the other students. At the age of 18, Pinter refus
to join the National Service and declared himself a conscientious objector. For this he riskec
prison sentence, had to appear in court twice and pay a fine. In 1950-52 he began his car
as an actor for the BBC and one year later he toured Ireland with the theatre company of An
McMaster. From 1953 1o 1958 he acted in different provincial repertory theatres in Bl

he married Vivien Merchant, an excs I

under the stage name of David Baron. In this period
actress of his company, and had a son: Daniel.
ly four afternoons. The play takes place|

In 1957 he wrote his first play, The Room in on
room where the characters go in and out showing their anxieties and fears for the hostile WO

putside. The Room was followed by The Dumb Waiter in 1960. The Birthday Party, Pinter's
full length play, performed for the first time at the Aris Theatre in Cambridge in 1958,
bitterly criticized and received very poor reviews. On April 27 1960 the Carataker !

ned b

performed, starring Alan Bates. In this play, about two brothers who are threate
intruder, Pinter anticipales some of his later themes oOn personal identity, lacs
communication and unreliable memaory. In the same year Pinter produced several radio p
including Night out, Night School, and The Dwarfs followed by The Collection {1961),
Lover (1963) and The Tea Party (1964). The Homecoming was performed at the Ald
Theatre, followed by The Basement (1967), Landscape and Silence (1968) and Cid T
(1972). Most of Pinter's plays deal with man's fundamental anxieties and existential fean
as abstract concepts but as averyday experiences. In 1975 No Man's Land

exploring the theme of memory and in Betrayal he adopted the flashback technigs
reconstruct the events leading to his character's disillusionment and despair. Pinter's €L
works include Other Places and A Kind of Alaska about unconscious victims recov

conscious state.



